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June 18, 2008

The Honorable David R. Obey

Chairman

House Appropriations Committee

H-218 U.S. Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Obey:
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AND MEMORIAL AFFAIRS

As you finalize the Fiscal Year 2008 Supplemental Appropriations Act, I urge you to include
additional funding in the bill to meet the emergency needs of disaster victims in the state of

[llinois.

To date, Governor Blagojevich has declared 19 counties in Illinois a disaster area. The flooding
is expected to displace thousands of families and damages to homes, farms, business and critical
infrastructure are projected to cost several billion dollars.

While first responders and volunteers have worked diligently to assist communities in flood-
fighting efforts, the predicted impact of flood waters is greater than the capacity of state or local
agencies to recover from a disaster of this size.

Additionally, immediate federal disaster assistance is necessary to avoid any long term
disruption to the global food market. Midwest floods have already halted movement of critical
grain exports and destroyed thousands of acres of crops. Without federal aid disaster recovery
will be slow, contributing to rising food prices.

In light of the above, I respectfully request that you provide additional funding for disaster

assistance in the emergency supplemental appropriations bill to support relief efforts in flood-

affected areas in Illinois.

Thank you for your attention to this request and I look forward to working with you.
Sincerely,
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PHIL HARE

PLEASE REPLY TO:

[] 1535 47T AvENUE
MOLINE, IL 61265
(309) 7935760

Member of Congress

[] 261 NorTH BROAD, #5
GALESBURG, IL 61401
(309) 342-4411

DECATUR, IL 62523
(217) 422-9150
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